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FAITHFULNESS REDEFINED

Outline
¡ Preamble 

¡ 1. Introduction : geopolitical background 

¡ 2. Historical situation : Who ? When ? What ?

¡ 3. Focus: not names, not food but ……

¡ 4. Theme: God’s sovereignty. How about Daniel “resolved in his heart”?

¡ 5. Faithfulness redefined 



DIAGRAM 1: POST DAVIDIC EMPIRE

Babylon 

Ur

Judah

Egypt 

Israel.       Assyria

Arabian Desert



DIAGRAM 2: RISE OF ASSYRIAN EMPIRE
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DIAGRAM 3: EXPANSION  OF ASSYRIAN EMPIRE
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DIAGRAM 4: RISE OF BABYLONIAN EMPIRE 
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Babylonian army defeated the Assyrian empire  
which had joined forces with rival Egypt 

Battle of Carchemish
B.C. 605 (Jer.46:2)



DIAGRAM 5: EXILE IS JOURNEY BACK TO UR
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LEAVING URWAS A JOURNEY OF FAITH
GOING BACK TO URWAS A JOURNEY OF FAILURE



FAITHFULNESS 
REDEFINED 

¡ The opening verses of the book of Daniel 
introduce the crisis situation of Judah.

¡ After the decisive victory in B.C. 605 at the 
Battle of Carchemish, the Babylonian army was 
set to push southwards to destroy Egypt 

¡ Advance was called off because the Babylonian 
king had just died and Nebuchadnezzar was 
summoned home to be crowned king

1. Introduction 



FAITHFULNESS 
REDEFINED 

¡ In the third year of the reign of Jehoakim king of 
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it.

¡ And the Lord delivered Jehoakim king of Judah into 
his hand, along with some of the articles from the 
temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of 
his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house 
of his god. ( Daniel 1:1-2)

Verse 1: two kings

Verse 2: two temples (representing two deities)

2. Historical 
situation 



FAITHFULNESS 
REDEFINED 

¡ Jehoakim —————》 Nebuchadnezzar 

Jehovah

¡ Temple of God ——————》temple of his god

Jerusalem                                         Babylon

N.B.  From “one temple to another” hinting this was 
not just a battle between two earthly kingdoms 

2. Historical 
situation 



JEHOVAH 

¡ Yet it is not simply a documentary (what) 
because it focuses on the God of history 
(who)

¡ Not just salvation history (like Exodus) but 
world history. Hence can be cross 
referenced (Google)

no dichotomy between redemptive

history and world history 

God of all history 



FAITHFULNESS 
REDEFINED 

¡ Not food, not names, but God of history 

¡ “the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah 
into his (Nebuchadnezzar) hand  (1:2)

¡ “Now God had caused the official to show 
favour and sympathy to Daniel” (1:9)

¡ “To these four young men God gave knowledge 
and understanding of all kinds of literature and 
learning. And Daniel could understand visions 
and dreams of all kinds.” (1:17)

¡ Focus : The sovereignty of God  

3. Focus 



THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD 

¡ Devine sovereignty and human responsibility are two sides of the same coin

Active <———— covenant ——— > Passive

¡ Deliverance from Egypt was free and unconditional (admission is FREE )

¡ But staying in the Promised Land was conditional (subscription is ALL)

¡ “Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine” (1:8)

¡ “God delivered” (sovereignty) vs “Daniel resolved” (responsibility)



FAITHFULNESS 
REDEFINED 

4. Human 
Faithfulness 



WHY ADOPT BABYLONIAN NAMES ? 

¡ Why reject palace meals but adopt Babylonian names?

¡ Because Daniel et al were not primarily anti- Babylonian 

¡ As a matter of fact, they served the Babylonian government faithfully

¡ “And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus” (1:21)   = 539 B. C.

¡ From 605 B.C. to 539 B.C. = 66 years

¡ Even if Daniel was 14 when captured, he would be 80



HEAVENLY CITIZEN IN A PAGAN ENVIRONMENT 

¡ But at the same time, they maintained their identity as God’s people 

¡ They were first and foremost citizens of the heavenly kingdom

¡ How to follow God when there was no temple and no priest? 

¡ How to live out your faith when you are in exile? 

¡ Book of Daniel is an example of living as heavenly citizens in a pagan environment 



FAITHFULNESS 
REDEFINED If God is faithful, how could He let the Babylonians enter 

the temple in Jerusalem?
¡ What about the promises given to Abraham?

¡ What about the eternal kingdom promised to David ?

¡ In the past, if the Israelites did not carry the temple 
treasures carefully, they got struck down. 

¡ But now the Babylonian soldiers freely took them away 
without any harm. How come?

5. Was God faithful?



FAITHFULNESS 
REDEFINED 

¡ The story of the brazen serpent 

¡ The Lord told Moses to make a brazen serpent to heal 
those who looked at it (Num.21:8-9)

¡ However, later the people lost sight of the symbolic 
meaning and regarded the serpent itself as the seat of 
healing power. King Hezekiah found it necessary to 
destroy it. (2Kings 18:4)

¡ The temple in Jerusalem had become another 
brazen serpent that needed to be crushed.

¡ People trusted in Jerusalem, but not Jehovah!

¡ God destroyed the temple out of faithfulness  

The warning of the 
brazen serpent



OTHER THAN OUR CREATOR, 
WHAT WE DEIFY WILL DEFILE US.


